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The data in the corresponding Excel-file was corrected with the threefold standard deviation of system 

blank measurements. A fingerprinting algorithm (described in detail in Materić et al., 2020) was applied 

to the obtained data and the match score (ascending: -, *, **, or ***) of four algorithms (ALG1 to ALG4) 

is given as well as the resulting mass for this analytical run. Where applicable, data was corrected using 

the results of field blank measurements and ambient concentrations were computed using the air 

volume to load the filter. 

Data from the Quality Assurance section is shown in the tabs “Fieldblanks” (results of field blank 

analyses), “Storage” (data of PM10 filter aliquots stored in prebaked aluminium foil or PE bags), and 

“Spiking_PS” (spiking experiment with polystyrene standard). The tabs “PET”, “PE”, “PP_PPC”, “PS”, 

“PVC”, and “Tire_wear” contain the results of triplicate analyses as well as the calculated ambient 

concentrations. In the tab “Summary”, average ambient concentrations and (combined) standard 

deviations are summarized. Additionally, the average contributions of the main plastic types (PET, PE, 

PP/PPC) to plastics mass are given. 

Below, the sample IDs used in the Excel-file are specified for the different tabs (written in bold). 

 

Fieldblanks: 

Sample ID: FBBWxy PM1/PM10/PB-z 

FB: fieldblank 

BWxy: sample ID 

PM1/PM10/PB: field blank of PM1 fraction/field blank of PM10 fraction/field blank of PM10 fraction 

stored in PE bag for storage comparison 

z: consecutive number to distinguish triplicate analyses 

 

  



DOI: 10.48436/qfpa8-ga860 
 

Storage: 

Sample ID: YYMMDD PM10/PB-z 

YYMMDD: start of sample collection 

PM10/PB: sample stored in prebaked aluminium foil/sample stored in PE bag 

z: consecutive number to distinguish triplicate analyses 

 

 

Spiking_PS: 

Sample ID: YYMMDD/FB SP-z 

YYMMDD/FB: start of sample collection/field blank 

SP: spiking experiment 

z: consecutive number to distinguish triplicate analyses 

 

 

PET, PE, PP_PPC, PS, PVC, Tire_wear: 

Sample ID: YYMMDD PM1/PM10-z 

YYMMDD: start of sample collection 

PM1/PM10: filter of PM1 fraction/filter of PM10 fraction 

z: consecutive number to distinguish triplicate analyses 
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